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NATIONAL SPIDER SPECIES COUNT  

JANUARY 2015  — 2171 species  
JUNE 2015  — 2192 species  
OCTOBER 2015 — 2220 species 
MAY 2016  — 2234 species  
DECEMBER 2016  —  2239 species 
APRIL 2017 — 2243 species 
JANUARY 2018  — 2264 species 

HIGHLIGHTS 2017! 

Congratulations to Reginald Christiaan, 

who received a Kudu Award from the 

South African National Parks at their 

annual awards function.  

 

  Reginald is a paraecologist and he registered 

a project at SANParks to document the arach-

nid fauna of the Namaqua National Park. The 

objectives of the project are to enhance the 

knowledge of the distribution and habitat prefer-

ences of the spider and scorpion species in the 

park, to provide this information to the park 

management for conservation planning and 

management, and to raise awareness among 

the park visitors and the broader public about 

the diversity and ecological value of these ani-

mals. The project also addresses the need to 

survey the under-researched Succulent Karoo 

Biome in order to close the severe knowledge 

gaps on Arachnida in this area, which is re-

nowned as a biodiversity hotspot.  

 

   Sampling in the park started in 2015 and Re-

ginald received some funding from SANBI, the 

University of Hamburg and the ARC. Reginald 

has sampled several arachnid orders from the 

park, and so far the spiders are the most di-

verse, represented by 26 families and 61 spe-

cies.  

 

   At the AFRAS colloquium in 2017 he present-

ed a poster on “Assessing biodiversity of spi-

ders and scorpions in Namaqua National Park”.   

 
FURTHER READING 
CHRISTIAAN, R. & DIPPENAAR-SCHOEMAN, A.S. 
2016. SANSA:  NATIONAL PARKS 2—Namaqua Na-
tional Park. SANSA News 25: 5. 

Many things happened during 2017. We decided to summarize all the activities 

and changes that took place during 2017 and add the new information. 

AWARD FOR REGINALD 

Reginald Christiaan  

    SANSA NEWS 
South African National Survey of Arachnida 
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HIGHLIGHTS 2017 cont. 

Congratulations to Dr Charles Haddad, who was promoted to Associate 

Professor at the University of the Free State. He registered as a student at 

the University of the Free State in 1997. Since then he really worked hard 

to become a top arachnologist in Africa. Charles is the assistant project 

manager of SANSA, and he played a very important part in discovering, 

describing and documenting the rich spider fauna of South Africa. He is 

involved in several projects and extensive surveys, and is a world specialist 

on several spider families, such as the Corinnidae, Trachelidae, Gallienielli-

dae and Salticidae. He has to date revised 15 genera and described 10 

new genera and 180 new species. He is the author of 93 scientific papers 

and books. 

Charles, a well deserved promotion —congratulations!! 

SANSA 20 YEARS OLD 

SANSA turned 20 years old in 2017 and the event was celebrated at 

the  12th AFRAS Colloquium that was held from 22-25 January 2017 

in the Western Cape. It was a good time to reflect on the SANSA ac-

tivities during a day-long workshop. We are very proud of what we 

have been able to contribute to Arachnida research in South Africa 

over the last 20 years. 

Some highlights over these 20 years: 

 Since the start of SANSA a total of 432 new species were discov-

ered and described from South Africa, with about 50 more that 

have been identified and are in the process of being described.  

 Distribution ranges of more than 320 species known from the rest 

of Africa were extended to include South Africa.  

 At present >192 protected areas have been surveyed to some 

extent in South Africa, ranging from biosphere reserves, national 

parks, reserves, state forests, RAMSAR sites, to conservancies. A 

total of 14 checklist papers have been published. SANSA has reg-

istered projects in the SANParks, and several papers have been 

published on park diversity. SANSA makes annual contributions 

towards their database. 

 SANSA is making an important contribution by participating in sev-

eral national projects, such as the NRF Thuthuka programme; Na-

tional Biodiversity Assessment (NBA); Western Cape Biodiversity 

Spatial Plan (WCBSP); Foundational Biodiversity Information Pro-

gramme (FBIP): Karoo BioGaps Project and Encyclopaedia of Life 

Species pages project; SANBI threatened species project (Red 

Listing). 

 A total of 28 student projects included spiders as part or in full of 

their research. 

PROMOTION FOR CHARLES HADDAD 

Old Pretoria team 
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It was a very busy 2017, and 27 papers and posters were 

presented on SANSA activities.   

 AFRAS COLLOQUIM: 23 presentations 

 EUROPEAN CONGRESS OF ARACHNOLOGY: 1 

 DE BEERS ANNUAL CONGRESS:  3 

HIGHLIGHTS 2017 cont. 

 As part of the Foundational Biodiversity Information Programme (FBIP): The Species Pages project, information on 500 
species has been compiled by Charles Haddad (project leader) and Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman (compiler). This infor-
mation is at SANBI and will be made available online. It contains all available data on the chosen species of large families 
like the Araneidae, Salticidae and Thomisidae, and many smaller families too. Each species is well illustrated. 

SPECIES PAGES PROJECT COMPLETED 

STUDENT PROJECTS 

During 2017, extensive spider sampling was undertaken for three stu-
dent projects, adding data to the SANSA database: 
 

 Christopher Bosch, a PhD student at the Department of Botany 
and Zoology at the University of Stellenbosch, surveyed the 
Jonkershoek Nature Reserve  with the main aim of determining 
the relative top-down vs bottom-up effects of birds and plants 
on ar-thropod communities in Fynbos.  

 

 Julia van Schalkwyk, a PhD candidate at the Department of Con-
servation Ecology and Entomology at Stellenbosch University, 
looked at the effectiveness of the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve 
(KBR) in terms of its different zones for biodiversity conserva-
tion, with the focus on terrestrial arthropods.  

 

 Liezl Taylor is finalizing her MSc thesis on the diversity of spiders 
on Mariepskop, looking at the invertebrate species of the 
Mariepskop Summit, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa, and 
the affinities of the fauna with Afromontane Natal Drakensberg 
fynbos and Cape fynbos. 

CONGRESSES 

Poster presented on the Ammoxenidae at De Beers Congress 

Delegates at the De Beers Congress 

Poster presented at the AFRAS colloquium 



 

4 

Kolette wrote: “I found this 6 mm long spider in a zooplankton sample 40 
nautical miles from shore off Luderitz, collected on 22 Mar 2017. We don't 
think it is a pelagic marine spider, but possibly a coastal one - although we 
have no idea how it ended up that far offshore. It is still in good condition, so I 
assume it was still alive when we caught it.   

Contact: Kolette Grobler <kolettegr@gmail.com 

Ed.  Interesting! It is an Amaurobiidae species, possible Chresiona.   

 

SANSA: PROTECTED AREAS: BLOUBERG MOUNTAIN  

REFERENCES 
 
FOORD, S.H., SCHOEMAN. C., HADDAD, C.R. & LYLE, R. & DIPPENAAR-SCHOEMAN, A.S., (in review). South African National Survey of Arachni-
da: the spiders (Arachnida, Araneae) of the Blouberg mountain, Limpopo Province, South Africa. Check List 
 
MUELELWA, M.I., FOORD, S.H., DIPPENAAR-SCHOEMAN, A.S. & STAM, E.M. 2010. Towards a standardized and optimized protocol for rapid 

assessments: spider species richness and assemblage composition in two savanna vegetation types. African Zoology 45: 273–290. 

The aim of this study, the 9th in a series of surveys in the Limpopo 
Province, was to provide a checklist of the spider species of the 
Blouberg Mountain and to determine the percentage of species pres-
ently protected in the Blouberg Nature Reserve, which falls within the 
Savanna Biome in the Limpopo Province.  
 
The Blouberg Nature Reserve was sampled in 2005 and 2006 
(Muelelwa et al. 2010) using all the methods mentioned below, and 
again in November 2012. The Blouberg massif itself, which includes 
sites on the southern aspect and the peak, was sampled in March 
2009, using the SANSA sampling protocol. The SANSA sampling proto-
col was followed, which requires that four habitat types, representa-
tive of the area under study in the degree-square grid being selected, 
are sampled. All of the habitat layers are sampled, including pitfall 
traps, litter sifting, sweeping, beating and hand collecting.  
 
During the initial survey, 186 species were recorded from the area 
(Muelelwa et al. 2010). Additional collecting using different collecting 
methods to sample both the ground and field layers resulted in recog-
nition of a total of 49 families, represented by 216 genera and 346 
species. The most diverse families are the Salticidae (47 spp.), Gna-
phosidae (32 spp.), Thomisidae (31 spp.), Araneidae (26 spp.) and Ly-
cosidae (24 spp.). Twelve families are represented by singletons. Infor-
mation on spider guilds, endemicity value and conservation status are 
provided. The Blouberg Mountain conserves 17 % of South African 
species, and 20 species are possibly new to science or new records for 
South Africa. Seven Limpopo endemic species have been found on the 
mountain.  

The Blouberg Mountain  

WAY TO GO? 



Many species of animals have been introduced around the world as 
part of the pet trade. Some of these species have been reported to 
escape or are released from captivity (Faulkes 2010; Nunes et al. 
2017). In South Africa, species of tarantula (Theraphosidae) are kept 
as pets and traded. However, the risk for the species to become 
invasive is unknown. Recently, Cavin Shivambu from the University 
of Pretoria collected data of tarantula species in online stores, physi-
cal stores and survey questionnaires, to determine which species of 
tarantula are in the South African pet trade, and which are most 
popular. This data was collected in 2015 and 2016, respectively. He 
also utilizes the records from their native ranges to project suitable 
areas in South Africa that could potentially be colonized. In this 
study, 36 specimens were purchased from pet stores around South 
Africa to determine the accuracy of species identification in the pet 
trade.  
 
 
 
The preliminary results showed that approximately 176 species of 
tarantula are in the pet trade in South Africa. From 176, 35 species 
had “trade names” (refers to a name that includes a recognized 
genus, but a common name is used instead of a recognized species 
name e.g. (Avicularia sp. “Guyana blue”). It is not known whether 
hybrids or new species were present. However, Schultz & Schultz 
(2009) and Turner et al. (2018) confirmed that many tarantula spe-
cies hybridize with related species e.g. (Brachypelma species and 
Aphonopelma species). The results showed that Brachypelma albo-
pilosum (n = 199), Brachypelma vagans (n = 132), and Grammostola 
pulchripes (n = 101) were the species with the highest availability in 
the pet trade. Some of the species obtained from the pet trade were 
listed by the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act 
(Act No. 10 of 2004) in 2009 (NEMBA 2009), as species prohibited 
for importation to South Africa, as they have invasion records else-
where. The risk associated with the species in the pet trade being 
invasive in South Africa is currently unknown. However, B. vagans 
has been reported as establishing populations outside the native 
range in four locations (Edwards & Hibbard 1999, 2003; Reichling 
2000; Machkour-M’Rabet et al. 2012).  
 
Based on the knowledge that some of the tarantula species can es-
tablish and become invasive, species distribution modelling was 
developed as part of risk assessment to determine areas at risk of 
invasion if these species are released or escape captivity. The areas 
around KwaZulu-Natal and Western Cape provinces, where some of 
these species were collected from physical pet stores, were found to 
be highly suitable. Without correct identity of the species it would 
not be possible to control, regulate and develop policy in the pet 
trade (Armstrong & Ball 2005; Darling & Blum 2007). However, only 
four out of 36 specimens were correctly identified and had a high 
BLAST (genetically identified) match, but the remaining species 
matched with other different species. This means that identification 
of species in the pet trade was not accurate.  
 
However, DNA barcoding will improve the application of risk assess-
ment, policy and regulation development, and monitoring of inva-
sive species in the pet trade (Darling & Blum 2007; Floyd et al. 2010; 
Armstrong & Ball 2005). It will be a beneficial tool in the accurate 
identification of the species in the pet trade. This project will provide 
clarity on the number of species introduced to South Africa and their 
risk of becoming invasive. The data generated from this project can 
be used to help guide decision-makers to develop legislation for 
these traded species. The barcoding work will need to be followed 
up with morphological work to correctly classify these traded spe-
cies.  

Tarantula species that are most popular in the pet trade in South Africa. 
Each species’ photo was taken at a different store around Pretoria, Gauteng. 

STUDENT PROJECT: TARANTULA SPECIES IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN PET TRADE 

Cavin Shivambu (above) and Maligana Ndivhuwo (below) doing 
DNA extraction and PCR at the Agricultural Research Council, 
PPRI Roodeplaat campus. 
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TARANTULA SPECIES IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN PET TRADE - CONT. 

This project forms a part of Masters studies funded by 
the South African National Biodiversity Institute 
(SANBI) under the auspices of the Department of Envi-
ronmental Affairs. Vouchers specimens of the species 
examined were deposited in the National Collection of 
Arachnida at the ARC– PPRI  Roodeplaat campus. 

FURTHER READING 
 
ARMSTRONG, K.F. & BALL, S.L. 2005. DNA barcodes for 
biosecurity: invasive species identification. Philosophical 
Transactions of the Royal Society of London B, Biological 
Sciences 360: 1813–1823. 
 
DARLING, J.A. & BLUM, M.J. 2007. DNA-based methods 
for monitoring invasive species: A review and prospectus. 
Biological Invasions 9: 751–765. 
 
EDWARDS, G.B. & HIBBARD, K.L. 2003. Mexican Redrump 
Tarantula, Brachypelma vagans (Ausserer) (Arachnida: 
Araneae: Theraphosidae). DPI Entomology Circular 394: 1
–3. 
 
EDWARDS, G.B. & HIBBARD, K.L. 1999. The Mexican 
Redrump, Brachypelma vagans (Araneae: Thera-
phosidae), an Exotic Tarantula Established in Florida. DPI 
Entomology Circula 394: 1–2. 
 
FAULKES, Z. 2010. The spread of the parthenogenetic 
marbled crayfish, Marmorkrebs (Procambarus sp.), in the 
North American pet trade. Aquatic Invasions 5: 447–450. 
 
MACHKOUR-M’RABET, S. ET AL. 2012. When landscape 
modification is advantageous for protected species. The 
case of a synanthropic tarantula, Brachypelma vagans. 
Journal of Insect Conservation 16: 479–488. 
 
NEMBA, 2009. National Environmental Management: 
Biodiversity Act, Act, 2004 list 2: List of Prohibited alien 
species in terms of section 67. GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 
76(No. 32090), pp.1–24. Available at: https://
www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/
gazetted_notices/
nemba_alienspecies_g32090gen349.pdf. 
 
NUNES, A.L. ET AL. 2017. Distribution and establishment 
of the alien Australian redclaw crayfish, Cherax quadricar-
inatus, in South Africa and Swaziland. PeerJ 5: e3135. 
 
REICHLING, S.B. 2000. Group dispersal in juvenile 
Brachypelma vagans (Araneae, Theraphosidae). Journal 
of Arachnology 28: 248–250. 
 
SCHULTZ, S.A. & SCHULTZ, M.J. 2009. The Tarantula Keep-
er’s Guide: Comprehensive Information on Care, Housing, 
and Feeding. Barron’s Educational Series. 
 
TURNER, S.P. ET AL. 2018. Re-evaluating conservation 
priorities of New World tarantulas (Araneae: Thera-
phosidae) in a molecular framework indicates non-
monophyly of the genera, Aphonopelma and Brachypel-
ma. Systematics and Biodiversity 16: 89–107.  

Other people involved are Mark Robertson (Centre for Excellence in Invasion 
Biology, University of Pretoria), Stefan Foord (Centre for Excellence in Invasion 
Biology & South African Research Chair on Biodiversity Value & Change) and 
Sabrina Kumschick (Centre for Excellence in Invasion Biology & SANBI – Invasive 
species programme, Kirstenbosch & Stellenbosch University). 

Should you wish to know more about this study email Cavin Shivambu at: 
ctshivambu@zoology.up.ac.za.  
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A phylogenetic analysis of spiders using a large dataset was recently published by Ward Wheeler and 25 other authors. The 
dataset includes six markers from the mitochondrial (12S, 16S, COI) and nuclear (histone H3, 18S, 28S) genomes, and was 
analysed by multiple methods, including constrained analyses using a highly supported backbone tree from transcriptomic data. 
This resulted in several taxonomic changes.  
The ones that affect South Africa most are that  

 we “lost” two families, with Chummidae being synonymized and all the species of Chumma moved to the Macrobuninae 
of the Amaurobiidae;  

 Orthobula is transferred from Phrurolithidae to Trachelidae. 
 

WHEELER, W.C. ET AL. 2017. The spider tree of life: phylogeny of Araneae based on target-gene analyses from an extensive 
taxon sampling. Cladistics 33: 576–616.  

TAXONOMIC CHANGES 2017  

REVISIONS 

 SICARIIDAE: Revision of the genus Loxosceles by Leon Lotz resulted in recognition of ten Loxosceles species from South Africa, of 

which four are new to science. [SANSA News 29: 3]. 

 SICARIIDAE: Revision of the genus Hexapthalma by Leon Lotz, recognizing three species from South Africa, of which one is new. 

[SANSA News 29: 4]. 

 CHUMMIDAE: Revision of the South African family by Jocqué & Alderweireldt (in press), recognizing eight species from South Afri-

ca and one from Lesotho. Of the nine species, seven are new to science. [SANSA News 29: 4]. 

 GALLIENIELLIDAE: The endemic South African spider genus Drassodella was revised, the seven known species were redescribed 

and 12 new species, all from South Africa, were described. The manuscript will be submitted for publication soon. [SANSA News 29: 7]. 

DRYMUSIDAE: The family Drymusidae was revised by Labarque et al. (in 
press). It includes 16 species of cryptic spiders that build irregular webs in 
dark places. The family is distributed in South Africa, the Neotropical and 
Andean regions. They used a molecular approach to infer the relationships 
of Drymusidae using three mitochondrial (COI, 16S, 12S) and three nuclear 
(H3, 28S, 18S) markers. Their preferred analyses support Drymusidae and 
its American and African clades, which emerge as sister groups. Their anal-
yses suggest a Gondwanan distribution of Drymusidae and a Westward 
radiation of the new genus Izithunzi within South Africa. The previously 
known African species are redescribed and transferred to Izithunzi as I. 
capense (Simon), I. productum (Purcell) and I. silvicola (Purcell). Two new 
species were described, I. lina (known from both sexes) and I. zondii 
(known only from females). The male of I. productum is also described for 
the first time, and Loxosceles valida Lawrence, 1964 is considered a junior 
synonym of I. capense. A dichotomous key for Izithunzi species is provided. 
 
REFERENCE 
 
LABARQUE, F.M., PÉREZ-GONZÁLEZ, A. & CHARLES E. GRISWOLD, C.E. in 
press. Molecular phylogeny and revision of the false violin spiders 
(Araneae: Drymusidae) of Africa. Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society. 

New 

Izithunzi zondii from Keurboom.  
Photo: D. Wildeman 

Izithunzi capense . Photo: J. vd Merwe  

LYCOSIDAE: The genus Pterartoria Purcell, 1903 (Araneae: Lycosidae) was 
revised. The eight species originally included in the genus were redescribed 
and two new species, P. cederbergensis and P. confusa, were described 
and figured for the first time. The genus Pteratoriola Roewer, 1959 is syn-
onymized with Pterartoria. An illustrated key to all known species is provid-
ed and the systematic position of the genus is discussed.  
 
REFERENCE 
 
RUSSELL-SMITH, A. & ROBERTS, M.J. 2017. A revision of the African wolf 
spider genus Pterartoria Purcell, 1903 (Araneae: Lycosidae). Arachnology 
17: 257–276.  

New 

P. confusa   
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SUMMARY OF NEW SOUTH AFRICAN SPIDER SPECIES FOR 2017 

SICARIIDAE 

 Loxosceles cederbergensis Lotz, 2017–  from Aan Het Berg, Cederberg Wilderness Area, Western Cape   
 Loxosceles dejagerae Lotz, 2017–  from Swartberg Nature Reserve, Western Cape and Middelburg, Eastern Cape  
 Loxosceles haddadi Lotz, 2017– from Lajuma, Soutpansberg Mountains, Limpopo  
 Loxosceles makapanensis Lotz, 2017– from Makapan Valley, Ficus Cave, Limpopo   

 Hexophthalma leroyi Lotz, in press — from Augrabies National Park, Northern Cape  

AMAUROBIIDAE 

 Chumma bicolor Jocqué & Alderweireldt (in press) —from Goukamma in the Western Cape  

 Chumma foliata Jocqué & Alderweireldt (in press) —from Hogsback in the Eastern Cape  

 Chumma interfluvialis Jocqué & Alderweireldt (in press) —from Tussen-die-Riviere Nature Reserve, Free State  

 Chumma striata Jocqué & Alderweireldt (in press) — from Prince Albert, Farm Rosendal, Western Cape  

 Chumma subridens Jocqué & Alderweireldt (in press) —from Fort Fordyce Nature Reserve, Eastern Cape  

 Chumma tsitsikamma Jocqué & Alderweireldt (in press) — from Tsitsikamma National Park, Western Cape 

TETRAGNATHIDAE 

 Diphya tanikawai Marusik, 2017 —from Table Mountain National Park, Western Cape 

GALLIENIELLIDAE 

 Austrachelas entabeni Haddad & Mbo, 2017 —from Entabeni Forest,  
            Soutpansberg Mountains, Limpopo 

 

HAHNIIDAE 

 Hahnia larseni Marusik, 2017 — from Karoo National Botanical Gardens, 

Western Cape  

ARCHAEIDAE 

 Afrarchaea neethlingi Lotz, 2017—from Platberg Nature Reserve, Free State 

LYCOSIDAE 
 Pterartoria cederbergensis Russell-Smith & Roberts, 2017 —from Cederberg Mountains, Western Cape Province  

 Pterartoria confusa Russell-Smith & Roberts, 2017—from Kamieskroon, Namaqualand, Northern Cape Province 

DRYMUSIDAE 

 Izithunzi lina Labarque, Pérez-Gonzàlez & Griswold, 2017 — from Fernkloof Nature Reserve, Western Cape 
 Izithunzi zondii Labarque, Pérez-Gonzàlez & Griswold, 2017 — from Indlovu and Karkloof, KwaZulu-Natal 

Hahnia larseni 

Marusik, 2017  

TAXONOMIC CHANGES 2017 cont. 

Austrachelas entabeni 

Haddad & Mbo, 2017  

ARANEIDAE:  The species Larinia vara, described in 1950 from the male only, 
was redescribed by Marusik (2017) and he transferred the species to the genus 
Araneus. The species is only known from the holotype male, which is in a poorly 
preserved condition. 
 
REFERENCE 
MARUSIK, Y.M. 2017. Redescription of the holotype of Larinia vara Kauri, 1950 
(Aranei: Araneidae) from South Africa, with establishing of a new combination. 
Arthropoda Selecta 26: 245–247. 

Araneus vara (from Marusik 2017) 

http://www.wsc.nmbe.ch/species/56111/Hahnia_larseni
http://www.wsc.nmbe.ch/species/56111/Hahnia_larseni
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TAXONOMIC CHANGES 2017 — cont. 

Micaria sp. from Gauteng (photo P. Webb) 

GNAPHOSIDAE: Three species of Micaria Westring, 1851 are known to occur in 
the Afrotropical Region, two from Namibia and one from South Africa. All three 
species are known from a single sex only, either from the male (M. tersissima 
Simon, 1910) or from the females in the case of M. beaufortia (Tucker, 1923) and 
M. chrysis (Simon, 1910). In the paper listed below, the female of M. beaufortia 
was redescribed and the previously unknown male of this species was described 
for the first time. This species has pseudosegmented tarsi and complex scopula 
formed by two paired rows of setae; these characters are unknown in other Mi-
caria. The setae covering the legs in M. beaufortia are briefly described and the 
scopula is compared with that of M. fulgens (Walckenaer, 1802). Reconsideration 
of the type localities of M. tersissima and M. chrysis shows that they were, in fact, 
described from South Africa and not Namibia, as previously suggested on the 
World Spider Catalogue.  
 
REFERENCE 
 
MARUSIK, Y.M. & OMELKO, M.M. 2017. Redescription of Micaria beaufortia 
(Araneae, Gnaphosidae), with notes on Afrotropical Micaria. Zootaxa 4294: 462–
470. 

REDESCRIPTIONS 

ARCHAEIDAE:  The Archaeidae of Madagascar was revised and a new genus was 
described (Wood & Scharff 2018). Diagnostic characters for the Madagascan and 
African genera were described, and based on these characters and previous phylo-
genetic analyses the following species transfers are proposed: Eriauchenius cornu-
tus (Lotz, 2003) to Afrarchaea; Afrarchaea fisheri (Lotz, 2003) and Afrarchaea ma-
hariraensis (Lotz, 2003) to Eriauchenius. Finally, they propose that the distribution 
of Afrarchaea be restricted to South Africa. While several Madagascan specimens 
have previously been identified as Afrarchaea godfreyi (Hewitt, 1919), these are 
likely misidentifications that represent species probably belonging to Eriauchenius.  
 

REFERENCE  
 
WOOD, H.M. & SCHARFF, N. 2018. A review of the Madagascan pelican spiders of the genera 
Eriauchenius O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1881 and Madagascarchaea gen. n. (Araneae, Archae-
idae). ZooKeys 727: 1–96.  

MISTAKEN IDENTITY 

Please note that the “green Oxyopes”  (see 
above) that is frequently encountered in sam-
ples was  wrongly identified as Oxyopes affin-
is. The epigynums of the two species strongly 
resemble each closely, but there are differ-
ences. 

At this stage we think the green Oxyopes 
sp. is possibly a new species (morpho sp. 3). 
However, this can only be confirmed after 
the genus has been revised. 

Afrarchaea cornutus (photo L. Lotz) 

NEW SYNONYMS 

 LYCOSIDAE: Genus Pteratoriola Roewer, 1959 is synonymized with Pterartoria. 
 SICARIIDAE: Hexophthalma testacea (Purcell, 1908) is synonymized with H. hahni (Karsch, 1878)  
 SICARIIDAE: Sicarius oweni Newlands 1986: 53 is an unpublished synonym of H. hahni.  
 DRYMUSIDAE:  Loxosceles valida is transferred to the Drymusidae and synonymized with Izithunzi 

capense. 
 CHUMMIDAE: Chummidae is synonymized with Amaurobiidae and all the species of Chumma moved to 

the Macrobuninae of the Amaurobiidae. 

AFRARCHAEA RESTRICTED TO SOUTH AFRICA  

P
.W

eb
b
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SOUTH AFRICAN SPECIES WRONGLY LISTED IN WORLD SPIDER CATALOGUE FROM OTHER COUNTRIES 

 Dendryphantes schultzei Simon, 1910: from Walvisbaai and Port Nolloth — not only Namibia, but also South Africa. 

 Palpimanus crudeni Lessert, 1936: type locality Alicedale in South Africa, not Mozambique. 

 Anyphops bechuanicus (Lawrence, 1940): type locality Vryburg, North West, South Africa, not Botswana. 

 Anyphops namaquensis (Lawrence, 1940): type locality Lekkersing, a town in Namakwa District in the Northern Cape 
of South Africa, not Namibia. 

 Anyphops sexspinatus (Lawrence, 1940): type locality Concordia, a town in Namakwa District in the Northern Cape of 
South Africa, not Namibia. 

 Benoitia deserticola Simon, 1910: type locality Kamaggas (a farm in Northern Cape) and Keetmanshoop (Namibia). In 

WSC listed as Namibia and Botswana. 

 Gorgyrella inermis Tucker, 1917: type locality Cradock, Eastern Cape, South Africa, not Tanzania. 

 Micaria chrysis Simon, 1910: type locality Port Nolloth, Northern Cape, not Namibia (Marusik 2017). 

 Micaria tersissima Simon, 1910: type locality Kamaggas (a farm in Northern Cape), not Namibia (Marusik 2017). 

TAXONOMIC CHANGES 2017 cont. 

OTHER CHANGES 

Compiled by Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman at DippenaarA@arc.agric.za 

MORE ON SOME UNIDENTIFIED SPIDERS    
 
Based on web searches, this beautiful orb-web spider with the bright green 
stripe may belong to the species Araneus detrimentosus. This species has a 
wide distribution and is known from the U.S.A. to Colombia. 
 
Could it be the same as this Araneus sp. that we encountered during the 
SANSA  surveys, as photographed by Peter Webb and Linda Wiese? 

Woodbush (photo P. Webb) Kloof (photo P. Webb) Addo Elephant Nat. Park (photo 

L. Wiese) 

COULD THIS BE THE SAME?    
 
In a recent article by Mi & Wang (2018), two species of Chori-
zopes were redescribed and placed in a new genus Chorizope-
soides. Chorizopes is a genus that is known from Asia and Afri-
ca. One of the species, C. orientalis, resembles a species that 
we have fairly regularly encountered in surveys. They are rec-
ognized by the tubercles on the abdomen, the broad cara-
pace, positions of the eyes and they have very large strong 
chelicerae. 
 
REFERENCE 
 
MI, X. & WANG, C. 2018. Chorizopesoides, a new genus of orb-
weaver spider from China (Araneae: Araneidae). Oriental In-
sects 52: 79–87. 

Chorizopesoides orientalis 
(from Mi & Wang 2017) 

Specimen from Lekgalameetse Nature 
Reserve (photo A. Dippenaar-
Schoeman) 

http://www.wsc.nmbe.ch/species/2808/Araneus_detrimentosus
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INTERESTING VIRTUAL MUSEUM ENTRIES 

It is difficult to identify the Thomisus sp. from photo-
graphs alone. This is a T. kalaharinus female that was 
photographed by Peter Webb from Delmas. The 
specimen was sampled to confirm the identification. 

This series of images was taken by Desiree Pelser of  the crab spider Mystaria rufolimbata. She is busy feeding on a Polistes africanus wasp, as 
identified by Dr Simon van Noort. See more at: http://www.waspweb.org/Vespoidea/Vespidae/Polistinae/Polistes/index.htm  

Photographs of the “mystery red theridiid” spider. She was photographed in the Grootvaderbosch by Bert van der Krieken.  
Ed: My latest idea about their identity is that they might be probably related to Euryopis  spp.. They resemble this genus in several respects. 

Photographs of a Gandanameno spider photographed in Namibia by Ancka Eichhoff.  Members of this genus usually live on bark, and the photo-
graphs show the funnel-like retreat with the entrance sheltered under a tarpaulin-like, flat signal web. 

Colleen Bromilow came across this 
spider today at Nottingham Road, 
KwaZulu-Natal. Ed: A beautiful Cama-
ricus nigrotessalatus making her egg 
sac. 

A Charminus sp. by Anne Metcalf, at 

North Park Nature Reserve, Northdene, 
Queensburgh 
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INTERESTING VIRTUAL MUSEUM ENTRIES 

This series of  photographs of a Pignus simoni (Salticidae) was photographed on a Aloe vera plant in a garden in Drummond, 
KwaZulu-Natal by Andrea Sander. First, the fight between two males. The species is characterized by their long fangs and 
broad, diverging chelicerae. 

The prize—a beautiful female 

Two males on a Aloe vera plant fighting — see the long jaws 

The two males fighting with extended jaws The male as normally seen, and then with extended jaws 

And then the mating process 

Peter Webb photographed this Pompilid wasp in Irene preparing to take of with a green “leg-less” Oxyopes spider. The wasp  identi-
fied by Dr S. van Noort as Auplopus: http://www.waspweb.org/Vespoidea/Pompilidae/Pepsinae/Auplopus/_species_1.htm  

Thanks Andrea for sharing! 

More on a female Charminus sp.  With her spiderlings by Anne Metcalf,  at North Park Nature Reserve, Northdene, Queensburgh 
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FOORD, S.H., DIPPENAAR-SCHOEMAN, A.S., SCHOEMAN. C., HAD-
DAD, C.R. & LYLE, R. (in press). South African National Survey of 
Arachnida: the spiders (Arachnida, Araneae) of the Blouberg moun-
tain, Limpopo Province, South Africa. Check List 
 
JOSEPH, G.S., MAUDA, E.V. SEYMOUR, C.L., MUNYAI, C.T., DIP-
PENAAR-SCHOEMAN, A.S. & FOORD, S.H. (in press). Landuse 
change in savannas disproportionally reduces functional diversity of 
invertebrate predators at the highest trophic levels: spiders as an 

example. Ecosystems. DOI 10.1007/s10021-017-0194-0 

 
JUNGHANNS, A., HOLM, C., SCHOU, M.S., SØRENSEN, A.B., UHL, G. 
& BILDE, T. 2017. Extreme allomaternal care and unequal task 
participation by unmated females in a cooperatively breeding spi-
der. Animal Behaviour 132: 101e107. 
 
LABARQUE, F.M., PÉREZ-GONZÁLEZ, A. & CHARLES E. GRISWOLD, 
C.E. (in press). Molecular phylogeny and revision of the false violin 
spiders (Araneae: Drymusidae) of Africa. Zoological Journal of the 
Linnean Society, 2017, XX, 1–41. 

 
LOTZ, L.N. 2017. An update on the spider genus Loxosceles 
(Araneae: Sicariidae) in the Afrotropical region, with description of 
seven new species. Zootaxa 4341: 475–494.  
 
LOTZ, L.N. in press. An update on the spider genus Hexoph-thalma 
(Araneae: Sicariidae) in the Afrotropical region, with de-scription of 
new species. Zootaxa.  
 
LOTZ, L.N. 2017. A new species of Afrarchaea (Araneae: Archaeidae) 
from South Africa. Arachnology 17: 296–298. 
 
MARUSIK, Y.M. 2017. Redescription of the holotype of Larinia vara 
Kauri, 1950 (Aranei: Araneidae) from South Africa, with establishing 
of a new combination. Arthropoda Selecta 26: 245–247. 
 
MARUSIK, Y.M. 2017. On two sibling species of Hahnia (Araneae: 
Hahniidae) from Western Cape, South Africa. Arachnology 17: 299–
301. 
 
MAMMOLA, S., MICHALIK, P., HEBETS, E.A. & ISAIA, M. 2017. Rec-
ord breaking achievements by spiders and the scientists who study 
them. PeerJ. 2017 Oct 31;5:e3972. doi: 10.7717/peerj.3972. 
 
MONOD, L., CAUWET, L., GONZÁLEZ-SANTILLÁN, E. & HUBER, S. 
2017. The male sexual apparatus in the order Scorpiones 
(Arachnida): a comparative study of functional morphology as a tool 
to define hypotheses of homology. Frontiers in Zoology 14: 51. 
 
PRÓSZYŃSKI, J. 2017. Remarks on the genus Plexippus C. L. Koch, 
1846 Araneae: Salticidae). Ecologica Montenegrina 13: 39–69.  
 
PRÓSZYŃSKI, J. 2017. Pragmatic classification of the World's Saltici-
dae (Araneae). Ecologica Montenegrina 12: 1–133. 
 
RUSSELL-SMITH, A. & ROBERTS, M.J. 2017. A revision of the African 
wolf spider genus Pterartoria Purcell, 1903 (Araneae: Lycosidae). 
Arachnology 17: 257–276. 
 
ŠŤÁHLAVSKÝ, F., JUST, P., OPATOVA, V., LOTZ, L.N. & HADDAD, 
C.R. (in press). Molecular technique reveals high variability of 18S 
rDNA distribution in harvestmen (Opiliones, Phalangiidae) from 
South Africa. Comparative Cytogenetics. 

SWART, R.C., PRYKE, J.S.  & ROETS, F. 2017. Optimising the sam-
pling of foliage arthropods from scrubland vegetation for biodiversi-
ty studies. African Entomology 25: 164–174. 
 
WHEELER, W.H., CODDINGTON, J.A., CROWLEY, L.M., DIMITROV, 
D., GOLOBOFF, P.A., GRISWOLD, C.E., HORMIGA, G., PRENDINI, L., 
RAMÍREZ, M.J., SIERWALD, P., ALMEIDA-SILVA, L.M., ÁLVAREZ-
PADILLA, F., ARNEDO, M.A., BENAVIDES SILVA, L.R., BENJAMIN, 
S.P., BOND, J.E., GRISMADO, C.J., HASAN, E., HEDIN, M., 
IZQUIERDO, M.A., LABARQUE, F.M., LEDFORD, J., LOPARDO, L., 
MADDISON, W.P., MILLER, J.A., PIACENTINI, L.N., PLATNICK, N.I., 
POLOTOW, D., SILVA-DÁVILA, D., SCHARFF, N., SZŰTS, T., UBICK, 
D., VINK, C.J., WOOD, H.M. & ZHANG, J.X. 2017. The spider tree of 
life: phylogeny of Araneae based on target-gene analyses from an 
extensive taxon sampling. Cladistics 33: 576–616. 
 
WOOD, H.M. 2017. Integrating fossil and extant lineages: an exami-
nation of morphological space through time (Araneae: Archaeidae). 
Journal of Arachnology 45: 20–29. 
 
WOOD, H.M. & SCHARFF, M. 2018. A review of the Madagascan 
pelican spiders of the genera Eriauchenius O. Pickard-Cambridge, 
1881 and Madagascarchaea gen. n. (Araneae, Archaeidae).  
ZooKeys 727: 1–96. 
 

IIn order to provide an entryway for teachers and stu-

dents—as well as scientists themselves—into the biology 

of spiders, they compiled a list of 99 record breaking 

achievements by spiders (the “Spider World Records”). 

They chose a world record style format, as this is known 

to be an effective way to intrigue readers of all ages. 

They highlighted, for example, the largest and smallest 

spiders, the largest prey eaten, the fastest runners, the 

highest fliers, the species with the longest sperm, the 

most venomous species, and many more. 

South African spiders feature in some record: 

 In 2014, the entire genome of the African social velvet spider 

Stegodyphus mimosarum was sequenced for the first time . 

 Extremely elongated posterior spinnerets can be found in 

representative of the African members of the family Hersili-

idae 

 Females of Nephila komaci (Araneidae) are the largest known 

orb-web spiders  

INTERESTING PAPER 

MAMMOLA, S., MICHALIK, P., HEBETS, E.A. & ISAIA, M. 2017. Rec-
ord breaking achievements by spiders and the scientists who study 
them. PeerJ. 2017 Oct 31;5:e3972. doi: 10.7717/peerj.3972. 
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LAST WORD...  

He..he..he …..that’s why I am known as a jumping spider! 

Bruce Blake 


